A   GLORIOUS   MOUNTAIN   HOLIDAY
pounds' weight, but we were glad when the tests were
finished and we could climb again unhindered. Another
day we ascended the Schreckhorn, one of the noblest of the
Oberland peaks, and on descending it a curious accident
took place. Close to the summit, whilst walking along a
ridge, one of my feet stuck in a cleft of rock. The unex-
pectedness of it overbalanced me and I literally fell over
the edge of the cliff, my foot still held firm, as in a vice,
by the heel of the boot where the cleft gripped it. A
sharp pain in my ankle made me feel faint, but I recovered
my position on the ridge, took the erring boot off, and
managed to dislodge it with a struggle. After ten minutes'
rest I was able to go on, and made my way down to the
hut safely if slowly.
Next morning our objective was the traverse of the
Finsteraarhorn. I got up two hours before the others
and started along the glacier, limping, and in a good deal
of pain. But by the time the others had caught up with
me, the pain was less severe and the stiffness had gone.
The peak was traversed to the Concordia hut. Next day
we climbed the Aletsch-horn on the way to Ried, and
followed it up during the following two days by climbing
the Bietsch-horn, going on to Randa for the Weisshorn by
the Schalligrat. By that time my damaged foot was in
good trim again, and we made the ascent quickly.1
While crossing the spur of rock, which forms a huge
step in the glacier almost due south of the summit of the
Weisshorn, I was leading over a sloping ledge, traversing
to the left. A tremendous block of stone which I happened
to touch began slowly to slide across the two-foot-wide
ledge of rock. I saw at once that, if it fell, it would cer-
tainly push me off and probably kill the entire party.
1 The interest of this accident to my foot lies in the fact that on
arrival home in London after the holiday I X-rayed my foot and
found that the fibula had been fractured. The somewhat un-
orthodox treatment—climbing mountains—for a broken bone in
the leg was evidently a great success.
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